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Children learn that objects can we compared by order and size. They explore and compare 
length and height. They are taught about items being tall and short and long or short. They are 
taught about this through a range of experiences - such as through modelling or construction. 

Language: big, little, large, small, compare, tall, short, long, short  

Measure - Comparing by order and size 
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Comparing Mass 

Children compare and order objects by their mass. They are taught to understand 
that heavier items are lower on the scales. They are taught that objects that have 
the same mass will balance on the scales.  

Language - heavy, light, heavier, lighter 
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Capacity

Children learn to compare and order by their capacity. They explore different containers and 
boxes and their capacity. They explore the idea that capacity is the maximum amount something 
can hold. They are encouraged to talk about the biggest capacity. They explore capacity and how 
non-standard units can be used to measure (such as cups full). They explore different containers 
and how much each container can hold. 

Language - Capacity, more, less, most, least, full, empty, tall, thin, narrow, wide, shallow 
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Shape 

Children are taught 2D and 3D shapes and begin to describe their properties. They explore 2D shapes and 
are supported in understanding that 2D shapes are completely flat. They find shapes in their environment. 
They compare 2D shapes they find. They extend their knowledge of recgonising and naming 2D and 3D 
shapes to finding and identifying the 2D shapes on the flat faces of 3D shapes. They explore 3D shapes 
and talk about their faces and surfaces. They are taught that 3D shapes are solid and look for 3D shapes 
in their environment.  

Language - sides, straight, corners, flat, solid, face, surface,   
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Time 

Children discuss time and learn how to order and sequence simple events. They are shown how to use 
calendars and how time passes. They are taught key timings such as lunchtime on the clock. They are 
taught the days of the week, the months of the year and the difference between day and night. 
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