
LITERACY MEETING
YEARS 1 AND 2

Thursday 18th January 2024 7pm. Friday 19 th January 9.15am.



◦Learning to read and write in English 
is not easy! Only 45% of  words can be 
read using phonetics and there are so 
many exceptions to the rules!

◦Look at the single letter <o> which 
appears in ‘on, only, once, other, woman, 
women, who’. 



◦Now look at <ea> - (treat – great, 
threat, theatre, create).

◦<ou> (shout –should, touch, soul, 
soup)

◦<o-e> (home - come, move)
◦<oo> (food –good, flood)
◦<oa> (road – broad).



How about <ough> 

The rough dough-faced plough 
boy coughed as he walked 
through the drought stricken 
farm. He sought a thoroughly 
good draught of  ale.



◦You may have learnt the “i before 
e” spelling rule which often 
works, except:

when your foreign neighbour
Keith receives eight counterfeit 
beige sleighs from feisty 
caffeinated weight lifters – weird!!



There’s no end 

of  poems that 

illustrate the 

complexities of  

the English 

language!



Eye halve a SPELLING CHECKER

I halve run this poem threw it

I am shore your pleased to no

Its letter perfect awl the weigh

My checker tolled me sew!

I halve a spelling checker

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marcs four my revue

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea 

Eye strike a key and type a word

And weight four it two say

Weather eye am wrong oar write

It shows me strait a weigh

As soon as a mist ache is maid

It nose bee fore two long

And eye can put the error rite

Its rare lea ever wrong

It’s not easy 

reading and 

spelling 

English!!



Despite all this…

We work hard in school to teach the children to 

read and write.  This session will hopefully help 

you to understand how we teach, so that you can 

help at home.



Set 1 
(taught in 
Reception) 
- Sets 2 
and 3 
taught in 
Years 1 and 
2 and 
repeated in 
KS2. 



There are several ways to spell the 

same sound for example:

3 ways to spell f  sound:

flower, puff, phone

5 ways to spell “I” sound:

high, kite, tie, icicle, my

5 ways to spell “ow” sound:

blow, bone, boat, no, toe

5 ways to spell “or”

for, floor, more, paw, sauce



Phonic families 







Spelling 

Dots and dashes Words are made 
up of sounds, we use dots and 
dashes to show which letters 
make the sounds. We use a dot if 
1 letter makes one sound. If a 
sound is made up of 2 or more 
letters we use a dash . If there is a 
split digraph (where another letter 
is in the middle) we use . Some 
words have silent letters and we 
circle these. We then count the 
number of sounds in the words 
and write down the number. 



Children 
need to 
learn to 
read (by 
the end of 
Year 1) 
and write 
these ‘red’ 
words (by 
the end of 
Year 2)





Reading schemes  

Read, write, Inc Benchmark books 



Reading Y2 Expected standard 



Fluency 



Comprehension

Totally Pawsome Reading 
Gang  



Cursive writing 
◦ Handwriting position 

• feet flat on the floor 

• bottom at the back of the chair 

• body one fist from the table 

• shoulders down and relaxed 

• back leaning forward slightly 

• left/right hand holding the page 

• left/right hand ready in a tripod grip



Number formation 



Y2 expectations for writing 



Writing 
examples 

Expected Year 2 



Expected

◦ Year 2 



Common mistakes in creative writing:

Writing as they say it – I fink dat my bruva is….

Incorrect grammar – We seen…  I done… 

Could of… (instead of  Could have…)

Made up words – I brang my toy to school



Very common for children to use their 
phonics (incorrectly initially) to spell

I went to the restront.

My dinner was dilishus.

I woz going out to the park.

She sed hello to me.

We do not correct EVERY spelling mistake. We do expect 
the children to learn their red words – but don’t want them 
put off  from using exciting vocabulary by over correcting 
them – this is demoralisting for children.

We might not 

correct the top 

two, but would 

definitely correct 

the bottom two!



Year 2 SATs are no longer statutory.

However, the teachers in Year 2 will use 

some past reading and maths SATs papers to 

support with our end of  year assessments.



Reading paper 

Here’s an example of  a 

page in one of  the 

reading assessment 

papers.





An example of a 
SATs spelling 
paper.


