
Year 5 Spring 2 Curriculum Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
Here is an outline of what the children will be learning about this half term.  
 
RE  

The topic for this half-term is ‘From Lent to Easter’. Children will be thinking about two key 
ideas: The Stations of the Cross and The Passion of Jesus. Pupils will be able to explain how 
The Stations of the Cross are a devotional practice associated with Lent, explain the 
purpose and history of the Traditional Stations of the Cross and move onto learning about 
the plot development in belief of the Passion of Jesus through the Stations of the Cross. 
Children will then begin to make links between Luke’s account of the Passion of Jesus and 
the Stations of the Cross.  

Key vocabulary: Passion, Passover, Last Supper, Penance, Lent, Ashes, Shrove Tuesday, Ash 

Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Week, almsgiving, crucify, 

Stations of the Cross, suffering, Triduum, transubstantiation. 

 
 
Maths 

• Fractions 
o We are continuing and revising our work on fractions. This will include: 

comparing and ordering fractions, adding and subtracting fractions, improper 
fractions, mixed numbers, multiplying fractions by an integer and finding 
fractions of amounts.  

• Decimals and Percentages.  
o This will include decimals up to 2 decimal places, decimals as fractions, 

rounding decimals, ordering and comparing decimals and equivalent 
fractions/decimals/percentages.  

 
English 
Our ‘Power of Reading’ text for this half term is an anthology of poems called ‘Dark Sky 
Park’, by Phillip Gross. 
 
Pupils will be focusing on: 

• How a story is told through poetry 

• Using text evidence to make inferences 

• Exploring language used for dramatic effect (and the use of literary devices such as 
similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration, ellipsis) 

• Exploring common themes (in particular, wildlife and nature) 

• Story writing 

• Script writing 
 
 
 



Science – Properties and changes of materials 

Children will be learning about how different materials have different properties that can 

make them useful for things in everyday life. We will be conducting experiments to learn 

about soluble and insoluble materials and how mixtures can be separated. We will also be 

learning about reversible and irreversible changes.  

Key vocabulary – material, natural, human – made, properties, magnetic, reflective, 

absorbent, permeable, translucent, flexible, hard, flammable, insulating, transparent, 

dissolving, reversible, irreversible, soluble and insoluble.  

Geography – Agriculture  
 
We will understand what the term ‘agriculture’ means and learn about arable, pastoral and 
mixed farming. We will explore how farming changes the landscape and how the food we 
eat affects farming. We will also look at the importance of sheep farming in Wales and 
understand how the rural landscape makes it suitable for sheep rearing.  
 
History – Persia and Greece 
 
We will explore how the Persian Empire grew to become the largest empire the world had 
ever seen and learn how King Darius ruled and used the taxes collected by the satraps to 
build roads to link cities across the empire. We will learn about the Greek city-states of 
Athens, Sparta and Corinth and in particular look at how Athens and Sparta were ruled 
differently. We will also learn about the Greek gods, Homer’s story, The Iliad and the Greek 
and Persian Wars 
 
PE 

Outdoor PE: Invasion Netball 

In this unit, pupils will develop skilful attacking and team play. They will learn how to work 

well as a team when attacking and explore a range of ways to defend. Furthermore, they 

will think about how to use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition.  

Indoor PE: Dance 

In this unit, children will be building on their learning of different styles of dance. They will 

also be learning a whole class dance routine for the Queen’s Jubilee.  

Design and Technology 

Children will be carrying on with and finishing the bag that they have created. They will then 

be evaluating their end product.  

 

 

Computing 



Unit 5.4 We are Web Developers - understanding how the web works 

In this unit, pupils begin by learning how the school network and the Internet work. They explore the 

HTML used to create websites and edit this using Chrome Developer Tools. They create their own 

website about online safety using Google Sites.  

A few reminders: 

1) Our PE slots are staying the same this half term. Indoor PE is on a Wednesday 

and Outdoor PE is on a Friday. Please ensure that children are wearing 

appropriate clothing on these days.  

2) Continue to check Google Classroom for homework on a Friday. Children will 

now be learning spelling patterns and will have a group of spellings from a 

spelling family each week. Please encourage the children to look at these every 

day. 

3) Advance notice - swimming will be starting in the Summer term. More details will 

be given closer to the time.  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

The Year 5 Team 😊  


