
Year 6 Curriculum Newsletter 

Spring Term 1  

General Information 

Please check with your child that their pencil case contains the following: pencil, eraser, blue ballpoint pen 

(not a fountain/ink pen), glue stick (not coloured), sharpener, coloured pencils, felt tips, highlighters 

(green, blue and yellow) and a whiteboard pen (black or blue). We would really appreciate it if you could 

send in a box of tissues and some kitchen towels for the classroom if you have not done so already. 

Please remember that the only jewellery allowed are stud earrings and they must be removed if possible 

on PE days. If they cannot be removed, then they must be covered with tape before the start of the lesson.  

Curriculum Information 

RE -  

The topic for this half-term is ‘Being a Sacramental People’. We will look at the signs, symbols, words and 
actions associated with the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Sick. We will also explain 
the meaning and purpose of both these sacraments and understand why they are known as Sacraments of 
Healing.  
 

English  

The Song from Somewhere Else by A F Harrold 

We will write narratives and describe settings, characters and atmosphere. We will plan and write a debate 

and a newspaper report and show understanding of a character by writing a letter of advice. We will look 

at how the author’s language choice depicts characters and write free-verse poems inspired by the events 

in the book. We will also explore the use of figurative language in the text and understand the difference 

between figurative and literal meanings.   

Please do not get your child to read the class text beforehand as it can limit creativity if they already know the story. 

It also means that they will be unable to make predictions about the book.   

Reading Comprehension and Grammar/Spelling/Punctuation 

We will continue to teach and revise the range of grammar and punctuation taught at KS2 and work on 

using this punctuation and grammar accurately in our writing across all subjects. During our guided reading 

sessions, we will extend the children’s vocabulary by discussing the meaning of unknown words and learn 

the skills needed to answer different types of comprehension questions. We will also have a weekly 

spelling lesson where we will revise the Year 5 and 6 spelling patterns.  

Maths 

Geometry – Position and Direction – describe positions in all four quadrants. Draw and translate simple 

shapes and reflect them in the axes. (We will complete this unit from the Autumn Term.) 

Decimals –identify the value of each digit in numbers with up to three decimal places and multiply and 

divide numbers including decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. Identify equivalence between decimals and 

fractions and convert from fractions to decimals and decimals to fractions.  

Percentages – identify equivalence between fractions, decimals and percentages and find percentages of 

amounts.   



Algebra – explore function machines, write algebraic expressions, substitute into simple expressions to 

find values. Use simple formulae and solve one and two-step equations. 

We will also work on developing the children’s reasoning and problem-solving skills across all maths topics. 

Geography 

Settlements:  We will learn about settlements and different types of settlements such as hamlets, villages, 

towns and cities. We will explore what makes a village, a town and a city and look at how settlements have 

adapted over the years. In particular, we will focus on the cities of London and Cardiff and make 

comparisons between them. 

History 

The Indus Valley:  We will look at how the Indus Valley civilisation was different to ancient Sumer and 

ancient Egypt and learn how historical sources help to answer questions about the past. By looking at 

sources from the past, we will explore how the Indus people used technology (tools, machines knowing 

how to make things) to build and we will learn about the seals, pottery and jewellery that the Indus people 

made. We will also learn how the Indus people travelled and traded and explore rulers and religion in the 

Indus Valley.  

Art 

We will explore the work of Hannah Höch and create a photomontage. We will use text and images to 

create photo posters and we will look at photography as an art form using the work of Edward Weston as 

inspiration. We will look at expressive self-portraits (‘The Scream’ by Edvard Munch) and add our self-

portrait to a background created in a different medium.   

Science  

Our topic this half-term is electricity.  The children will learn to recognise and use electrical symbols in 

diagrams and understand the link between voltage and brightness of bulbs. They will also use recognised 

symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram.  

PE/Games 

Indoor PE – Gymnastics (Counter Balance and Counter Tension). 

Outdoor Games – Invasion Games (Attacking and Defending)   

Computing - We are Publishers  

We will use desktop publishing tools to create pages for a class yearbook. The children will source, write, 

edit and combine images and text from a range of sources.  
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