
Year 5 Spring 1 Curriculum Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and that the children are happy to be back at school 
for the new year. Here is an outline of what the children will be learning about this half 
term.  
 
RE  
The topic for this half-term is ‘Being a Sacramental People’. Children will be thinking about 
two key questions: Where is God, now? and How do we celebrate the presence of God in 
the Church? They will also be learning about the Sacraments of Healing (The Anointing of 
the Sick and Reconciliation) and considering how these are a part of our experience of God. 
 
Key vocabulary: Sacramental principle, Sacramental imagination, God, Sacraments, 
healing, anointing, words, actions, symbols, elements, ‘make present’, presence of God, 
oil, rings, bread and wine, water Sin, Reconciliation, Penance, Contrition, sorrow, making 
things right, holy, sacred, grace filled.  
 
Maths 

• Written methods for multiplication. 

• Written methods for division (including dividing with remainders). 

• Fractions. This will include: comparing and ordering fractions, adding and subtracting 
fractions, improper fractions, mixed numbers, multiplying fractions by an integer and 
finding fractions of amounts.  

 
English 
Our ‘Power of Reading’ text for this half term is called ‘Journey to the River Sea’, by Eva 
Ibbotson. Pupils will be focusing on: 
-Writing in the role of a character through diary entry. 
-Using poetry to explore setting 
-Using exciting vocabulary to describe setting 
-Using art to illustrate setting 
-Writing timetables 
-Writing letters  
-Annotating maps 
-Taking part in drama and role play 
 
Science - Forces 

Children will be building on their knowledge of Forces from previous years. They will be 

explaining why unsupported objects fall to Earth due to the force of gravity. They will 

explore the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction. They will be able to 

explain why mechanisms such as levers, pulleys and gears allow a small force to have a 

greater effect. 

 

Geography – Settlements  



 
Children will first learn about what makes a settlement. They will then learn all about the 
different types of settlements including a farmstead, hamlet, village, town and city. They will 
be learning about both rural and urban settlements. 
 
History – The Indus Valley  
We will look at how the Indus Valley civilisation was different to ancient Sumer and ancient 
Egypt and learn how historical sources help to answer questions about the past. By looking 
at sources from the past, we will explore how the Indus people used technology to build and 
we will learn about the seals, pottery and jewellery that the Indus people made. We will also 
learn how the Indus people travelled and traded and explore rulers and religion in the Indus 
Valley.  
 
PE 

Outdoor PE: Invasion Netball 

In this unit, pupils will develop skilful attacking and team play. They will learn how to work 

well as a team when attacking and explore a range of ways to defend. Furthermore, they 

will think about how to use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition.  

Indoor PE: Gymnastics – Bridges 

Children will create sequences of at least eight elements that include changes of level, 

speed and direction and clarity of body shape. Pupils will be working with a partner or in a 

small group, adapting their performances using their knowledge of composition. They will 

take more responsibility for their own warm up and understand how to stretch and carry 

out strengthening activities safely. They will also use criteria to suggest improvements to the 

performance and identify which parts of the sequences were performed consistently, 

accurately and with fluency. 

Design and Technology 

Children will be carrying out research on making a suitable bag. They will be designing their 

own bag and then creating it using different materials and techniques.  

Computing – ‘We are Architects’.  

Children will be using the programme ‘SketchUp’ to become architects. They will be 

designing and creating a virtual art gallery.  

 

 

 

A few reminders: 



1) Our PE slots are staying the same this half term. Indoor PE is on a Wednesday 

and Outdoor PE is on a Friday. Please ensure that children are wearing 

appropriate clothing on these days.  

2) Continue to check Google Classroom for homework on a Friday. Children will 

now be learning spelling patterns and will have a group of spellings from a 

spelling family each week. Please encourage the children to look at these every 

day. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

The Year 5 Team 😊  


