
Year 3 Curriculum Newsletter 

Spring Term 1 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year to you all and welcome back to the Spring Term. We want to thank you all 

again for the very kind and thoughtful cards and gifts we received at Christmas.  

Here is some information about what your children will be learning over the next half term: 

 

RE 

Our topic is called ‘Being a Sacramental People’. The children will be learning that God is 

present in the world, and that the world is, therefore sacred and holy (you might find this 

video useful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=fgjQZUYyKfg). Rather than 

seeing acts of kindness or generosity as, just, acts of kindness or generosity, people of faith 

believe they are the action of God’s presence found in all people. You might like to watch this 

video with your child (we will also be watching it in class): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_eZmU1lMsM 

We will also be exploring how we celebrate the presence of God in the Church. The children 

will be identifying and naming the Seven Sacraments, before looking at The Sacraments of 

Healing in greater detail (that is, Reconciliation [Penance] and Anointing of the Sick).  

 

Key vocabulary: Sacramental people, Sacramental imagination, God, Sacraments, healing, 

anointing, words, actions, symbols, elements, ‘make present’, presence of God, oil, rings, 

bread and wine, water Sin, Reconciliation, Penance, Contrition, sorrow, making things 

right, holy, sacred, grace filled 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=fgjQZUYyKfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_eZmU1lMsM


English 

 

Our class book is called ‘Lob’ by Linda Newbery. It is a novel about a little girl who has a very 

close relationship with her beloved grandfather. They share a special secret together – they 

are the only people in their family who can see ‘Lob’ (a mythical ‘green man’ who helps them 

with their gardening). The children will be writing poetry and procedural texts, writing in the 

role of a character and will also be reading aloud to an audience. 

*Please note that this book includes the death of a grandparent towards the end of the 

first section of the story. We will be having sensitive discussions about how to deal with 

bereavement and grief in class. 

 

Reading 

We will be hearing the children read during our whole class reading sessions in school. We 

politely ask that you continue to hear your child read for at least 10 minutes each day at home 

using a range of different texts. Please focus on their understanding of the text and identify 

any words that they may not know the meaning of. Building their vocabulary and understanding 

the text are both essential skills in becoming strong readers. We have uploaded a ‘reading 

bookmark’ on to Google Classroom which has examples of questions you can ask your child when 

hearing them read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths 

Our main topic will be ‘Multiplication and Division’. The children will first be introduced to the 

grid model for multiplication: 

E.g. 6 x 14 = 84 

 

Then, they will progress to formal written methods for multiplying a 2-digit number by a 1-

digit number: 

E.g. 

The expanded method of multiplication: 

 

Short multiplication: 

 

We will then be learning about money. This 

block introduces the £ and p symbols for 

the first time. Children will count in 1 p, 2 p, 

5 p and 10 p coins. Children can also use 

related facts to count in 20 p coins. 

 

 

 

 



History – ‘The Indus Valley’ 

 

The children will be learning about another ancient civilisation that settled near the River 

Indus (‘The Indus Valley’). You might like to watch this clip for a brief introduction to this 

topic: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-introduction-to-the-indus-

valley/z4tjmfr  

We have uploaded the history booklet on to Google Classroom for you to read through with 

your child at home. 

 

Geography – ‘Settlements’ 

 

The children will be learning about the four main types of settlements in the UK. They have 

already learnt that a hamlet is a small group of houses. We will be learning that a village is 

larger than a hamlet, a town is larger than a village and that the largest type of settlement in 

the United Kingdom is a city. 

We have uploaded the topic booklet on to Google Classroom for you to read through with your 

child at home. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-introduction-to-the-indus-valley/z4tjmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-introduction-to-the-indus-valley/z4tjmfr


Art 

Our topic is called ‘Formal elements of art’. We will be exploring shape and tone. The children 

will be finding shapes in everyday objects and they will use those shapes as guidelines to draw 

accurately from observation. We will also be learning how to shade neatly and from light to 

dark. 

 

                                                          

Computing 

We are bug fixers (continued) 

The children will be learning to recognise some common types of programming error, and will 

practise solving problems through logical thinking. 

  

E-Safety – ‘We are internet detectives’ 

The children will be learning that not everything on the internet is true. They will learn about 

clues to decide if a website is trustworthy and they will develop a checklist of these clues to 

critically compare a trustworthy and untrustworthy website from a given selection. 

  

Science 

 

Our new topic is called ‘Light’. The children will be exploring different sources of light. They 

will learn what the words ‘transparent’, ‘translucent’ and ‘opaque’ mean. We will be finding out 

what makes a good reflector of light and the children will be learning how to protect their 

eyes from the sun. 

We have uploaded the science booklet on to Google Classroom for you to read through with 

your child at home. 

 



PE 

Outdoor Adventurous Activities (OAA) 

The children will be developing their teamwork skills and resilience in a number of Forest 

School activities. Lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons. Children should please wear 

their Forest School clothes to school every Thursday for this half term (and not their normal 

PE kit).  

 

Gymnastics (Stretching and Curling) 

The children will be learning how to improve the quality of their movement by working on 

control, consistency and accuracy. They will be creating and performing sequences of at least 

five contrasting actions, shapes and balances. They may work with partners and in small groups, 

watching and commenting on the quality of performances and suggesting how it can be 

improved. The children should wear their normal PE kit on Fridays. 

 

We thank you for your continued support at home. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Presland-Smith, Mrs Dinnage, Mrs Murphy, Mrs Young, Mrs Acierno 


