
Year 6 Curriculum Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2  

General Information 

Please check with your child that their pencil case contains the following: pencil, eraser, blue ballpoint pen 

(not a fountain/ink pen), glue stick (not coloured), sharpener, coloured pencils, felt tips, highlighters 

(green, blue and yellow) and a whiteboard pen (black or blue). We would really appreciate it if you could 

send in a box of tissues and some kitchen towels for the classroom if you have not done so already. 

Please remember that the only jewellery allowed are stud earrings and they must be removed if possible 

on PE days. If they cannot be removed, then they must be covered with tape before the start of the lesson.  

Curriculum Information 

RE -  

The topic for this half-term is ‘Advent to Christmas’ and we will look at the symbols, actions and words 
associated with Advent. We will also examine Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus and identify how it 
expresses belief in the Incarnation of Jesus. We will also make links between the incarnation in Scripture 
and in the celebration of Christmas today.   
 

English  

Clockwork by Philip Pullman 

Using Clockwork as our class text, we will write letters, persuasive arguments and newspaper reports. We 

will also create a comic strip and write a narrative from the perspective of one of the characters in the 

book.  

Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 

We will introduce the children to the work of William Shakespeare by taking part in an active storytelling 

workshop based on Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’. The children will put themselves in the shoes of the 

characters imagining how they feel and discuss and predict what the characters will do next. In class, we 

will complete some follow-up activities based on the workshop and also write a short biography of William 

Shakespeare.  

Please do not get your child to read any of the class texts beforehand as it can limit creativity if they already know the 

story/poem. It also means that they will be unable to make predictions about the book.   

Reading Comprehension and Grammar/Spelling/Punctuation 

We will continue to teach and revise the range of grammar and punctuation taught at KS2 and work on 

using this punctuation and grammar accurately in our writing across all subjects. During our guided reading 

sessions, we will extend the children’s vocabulary by discussing the meaning of unknown words and learn 

the skills needed to answer different types of comprehension questions. We will also have a weekly 

spelling lesson where we will revise the Year 5 and 6 spelling patterns.  

Maths 

Number – find common factors and common multiples of numbers. Know and use the vocabulary for 

prime and composite (non-prime) numbers, identify prime numbers up to 100 and be able to break a 

number into its prime factors. Recognise square and cube numbers and explore the relationship between 



them. Learn about the order of operations (BODMAS) and consider how the order of operations affects the 

answer.  

Fractions – use common factors to simplify fractions and use common multiples to express fractions in the 

same denomination. Compare and order/add and subtract fractions with different denominators. Multiply 

fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers and multiply pairs of fractions. Divide fractions by whole 

numbers and calculate fractions of amounts.  

Geometry – Position and Direction – describe positions in all four quadrants. Draw and translate simple 

shapes and reflect them in the axes.  

We will also work on developing the children’s reasoning and problem-solving skills across all maths topics. 

Geography 

Mountains:  We will learn about the difference between a mountain and a mountain range and look at 

how mountains affect the weather.  We will look at mountainous regions of the UK and we will also 

explore what it is like to live and work in the Andes mountains.  

History 

Cradles of Civilisation:  Building on our previous topic of Ancient Egypt we will look at the similarities and 

differences between early civilisations and focus particularly on an ancient place called Sumer which was a 

region in Mesopotamia.  

Art 

We will look at the works of Pablo Picasso and Käthe Kollwitz and through the mediums of graffiti, drawing, 

painting and sculpture, create artworks with a message. 

Design and Technology 

Design, create and evaluate a 3-D frame structure. 

Science  

Our topic this half-term is Light.  We will look at how light travels in straight lines, identify light sources and 

explain why shadows have the same shape as the objects that cast them.  

PE/Games 

Indoor PE – Dance Unit (traditional dances). 

Outdoor Games – explore tactics in a range of invasion games.  

Computing 

We will use Lego WeDo to make a toy that will be controlled by a computer program coded by the 

children.  

In addition, we will learn different techniques to create an animation.   
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