
Year 5 Autumn 2 Curriculum Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents, 
Welcome back to another Half Term. We hope you all had 
a lovely break and that the children are happy to be back 
at school. Here is an outline of what the children will be 
learning about this Half Term.  
 
RE  
The topic for this half-term is ‘Advent to Christmas’ and 
we will look at the symbols, actions and words associated 
with Advent. We will also examine Luke’s account of the 
birth of Jesus and identify how it expresses belief in the 
Incarnation of Jesus. We will also make links between the 
incarnation in Scripture and in the celebration of 
Christmas today.   
 
Maths 

• Using the column method to add and subtract 

• Understanding and using the inverse to solve word 
problems 

• Reading, interpreting and drawing line graphs 

• Using lines graphs to solve problems 

• Timetables 

• Multiplication and division (including multiples, 
factors, prime numbers, square numbers and cube 
numbers). 

• Multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 



• Measuring and calculating the area of compound and 
irregular shapes. 

• Measuring and calculating perimeter of rectilinear 
and irregular shapes. 

 
English 
Our ‘Power of Reading’ text for this Half Term is called 
‘The Highwayman’, by Alfred Noyes. Pupils will be 
focusing on: 

• Using drama (i.e. freeze frames, hot seating and 
thought tracking) to explore the characters’ 
thoughts and feelings 

• Using the first person to write a diary entry and 
recount of the story, from the viewpoint of one of 
the characters 

• Exploring imagery used by illustrators to create 
atmosphere 

• Exploring poetic devices and how they are used 
within the poem 

• Editing their written work in order to improve it 
 

Science 

Animals including humans: Children will be learning 

about life cycles, including the life cycle of a human. They 

will describe the changes as humans develop to old age, 

describe the difference in the life cycles of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird, and look at the life 

process of reproduction in some plants and animals.  



Geography 
Mountains:  We will learn about the difference between a 
mountain and a mountain range and look at how 
mountains affect the weather.  We will look at 
mountainous regions of the UK and we will also explore 
what it is like to live and work in the Andes mountains. 
 
History 
Cradles of Civilisation:  Building on our previous topic of 
Ancient Egypt, we will look at the similarities and 
differences between early civilisations and focus 
particularly on an ancient place called Sumer which was a 
region in Mesopotamia.  
 

PE 

Outdoor PE: A professional cricket coach is leading our 

Outdoor PE sessions and teaching the children the basic 

cricket skills and how to play the game. 

Indoor PE: Children are learning about Formations in 

Historical Dance. They will be exploring traditional dances 

from different cultures around the world. 

Art 

Design for a purpose: Children will be designing to a given 

criteria; developing design ideas for a room interior, a 

coat of arms and a product to fit a given name.  

Computing 



We are Cryptographers: Pupils will become familiar with 

semaphore and Morse code. They will understand the 

need for private information to be encrypted. They will 

encrypt and decrypt messages in simple ciphers, as well as 

understanding how encryption works on the web. 

Children will also be learning about passwords and how 

they are used to keep information safe.  

 

A few reminders: 

1) Please ensure that you read with your child every 

night and ask them questions about what they are 

reading. Children are not reading enough and as a 

result, they are making silly spelling mistakes in 

their writing. Please focus on this with your child at 

home. 

2) Continue to check Google Classroom for 

homework on a Friday. 

3) PE this term is on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

The Year 5 Team 😊  


