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RE  

Our topic this Half-Term is, ‘From Advent to Christmas’. Children will be learning about 

the beginning of the Year of Mark, on 29th November, which marks the beginning of 

Advent. Pupils will be learning how to pray during Advent (Lectio Divina) and how 

Christians around the world celebrate the coming of God. 

Key vocabulary: Christmas, Advent, preparation, religion, aspects/characteristics of religion, 

Lectio Divina, Lectio, Meditatio, Oratio, Contemplatio, culture, customs. 

 

Literacy 

Our Power of Reading book this Half Term is ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by Eva 

Ibbotson. This is an adventure story set in 1910 about an orphan and her new life. Maia, 

the main character, is sent from England to start a new life in Brazil in the Amazon 

Rainforest. She discovers an exotic world of new experiences. We will be focusing on 

the following: 

- writing informal and formal letters – both in the role of a character and as 

themselves  

- parenthesis using brackets, dashes and commas to add more information into 

sentences 

- writing a diary entry in the role of a character  

- note taking skills 

- looking at descriptive language and how it builds imagery in poems or texts  

- expanding the children’s vocabulary by introducing them to unknown words in 

Guided Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Numeracy  

We will be focusing on the following: 

- written column addition with re-grouping e.g 3719 + 4593 

- written column subtraction with re-grouping e.g 9009 - 6273 

- mental strategies for addition and subtraction such as partitioning 

- word problems involving addition and subtraction.  

- understanding the different words that can be used within questions for 

addition and subtraction (e.g more than, difference, compare, increase, 

decrease) 

- multi-step word problems involving addition and subtraction 

- reading information on tables  

- reading information on line graphs 

- answer questions relating to the information on tables and line graphs. 

- draw simple line graphs 

- multiplying and dividing by multiples of 10, 100 and 1,000 

- measuring area and perimeter 

Science 

Our new topic is called, ‘Properties of Materials’. Children will be learning about the 

uses of different materials, dissolving and separating mixtures and irreversible 

changes.  

 

Topic  

Our topic this term is called, ‘North and South America’. Children will be learning about: 

- megacities in Brazil  

- urban and rural migration in Brazil  

- the favelas 

- challenging the stereotypes of the favelas 

 

ICT  

1) E-safety – we have been focusing on social media and its effects. We have been 

having discussions around staying safe online and age restrictions on particular 

apps.  

2) The children are creating a game on scratch in our current topic, ‘We are game 

developers’. 

 

 



PE 

In outdoor PE, the children are learning about invasion Hockey. They are learning how 

to hold the hockey stick correctly, what constitutes as a foul in hockey and how to 

dribble. This is building up to mini-games, followed by a class game. This is helping the 

children with their team-work and collaboration. 

 

Forest school 

We are going to the forest regularly throughout this half term. Please ensure that 

children come in to school wearing correct forest school clothing on these days. They 

have to be wearing long sleeves, long trousers and waterproof coat and shoes.  

Please ensure that you are checking Google Classroom every Friday – this is where the 

spellings, MyMaths and any other work or notices will be posted.  

 

 

Thank you for your continued support through this difficult time. We hope this 

information is useful, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Miss Bowling and Miss Freitas 

 

 


