
Year 5 English 20th April 

Reading – Make the most of this time to enjoy reading, discuss what you have 

read and what other people are reading. 

 

Spellings – Please look over the Year 5 and 6 list (see PDF) and pick a number of 

them to learn each week. Some children included the words in their work or 

made up stories using them. 

 

Writing – Read through this poem by Carol Ann Duffy. 

‘The words of Poems’ is a poem full of metaphors for the words used in poetry.  

Make a note of all the metaphors you can find.  

Why do you think the poet has used these particular metaphors?  

What do they make you think of?  

What metaphors do you think are the most effective? Why? 

Use the table on the following page to help you identify any other features 

within this poem.  

Can you create your own metaphor poem? Your poem can be about anything 

you like, as long as you include metaphors. 

 

When you complete this, please work on the comprehension exercise.  
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The words of Poems  

by Carol Ann Duffy 
 
The words of poems are nails  
which tack the wind to a page,  
so that the gone hour  
when your kite pulled you over the field  
blows in your hair. 
 
They're hand-mirrors, a poem's words,  
holding the wept tears on your face,  
like a purse holds small change, or the breath  
that said things. 
 

They're fishing-nets,  
scooping sprats and tiddlers out of a stream  
or the gleaming trout that startled the air  
when you threw it back. The words of poems  
 
are stars, dot-to-dots of the Great Bear,  
the Milky Way your telescope caught; or breves              (a musical note or punctuation mark˘) 

filled with the light of the full moon you saw 
from your bedroom window; or little flames  
like the tongues of Hallowe'en candles. 
 
The words of poems are spells, dropping  
like pennies into a wishing-well, remember  
the far splash? They're sparklers,  
scrawling their silver loops and hoops  
on the night, again in your gloved fist  
on November the Fifth. 
 

They're goldfish  
in their sad plastic bags at the fair,  
you stood there. The words of poems  
are coins in a poor man's hat; the claws of a lost cat. 
The words of poems are who you were. 
 

Taken from New and Collected Poems for Children, p.3 
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Useful Terms for Discussing Poetry 

Term Definition Examples 

Stanzas 
Poems can be broken up into stanzas which usually share common features such as 
length, rhyme or rhythm. They are groups of lines – a little like paragraphs in prose.  

There are 6 stanzas which make up The Words of a Poem. 

Rhythm 
Rhythm is beat of a poem; it moves the poem forward. Different types of poetry 
have different rhythms (most have a regular rhythm but some are deliberately 
awkward!). The best way to spot the rhythm is to read it aloud.  

I wandered lonely as a cloud  
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,  
When all at once I saw a crowd,  
A host, of golden daffodils;  

Rhyme 

 

Rhyme is when words have the same sound, usually at the end of a line.  
Rhyme usually relates to the whole word or the last syllable (runs/suns 
fantastic/elastic) but can also be found in half rhymes where the rhyme comes from 
repeated consonants. Rhyming patterns can be in couplets where pairs of lines 
rhyme or can be alternate where every other line rhymes.  
We can label the pattern of rhymes (rhyme scheme) with letters, e.g. ABCB. 

How good to lie a little while    A 
And look up through the tree!  B 
The Sky is like a kind big smile  A 
Bent sweetly over me.               B 
 
 
Under the stone covered in moss,  
the keys to a house. 

Alliteration 
Alliteration is a series of words, occurring close together in the phrases or lines of 
poetry, have the same first consonant sound. 

They're sparklers,  
scrawling their silver loops and hoops… 

Repetition Repetition either of a word or a phrase is used in poetry for emphasis.  

The dark is only a blanket 
for the moon to put on her bed. 
The dark is a private cinema 
for the movie dreams in your head. 

Simile 
Simile is describing something by comparing it to another object or subject, using 
'as' or 'like'.  

spells, dropping like pennies into a wishing-well 

Metaphor 
Metaphor is describing something as being something else. This is a way to create a 
powerful image. 

poems are nails which tack the wind to a page 

Personification 
Personification is where animals, plants or even inanimate objects, are given 
human qualities – resulting in a poem full of imagery and description. 

Sir Autumn is in the garden moving around – 
the fallen leaves his cape 
of rustling ochre, golden brown. 

Imagery 

 

Imagery, is the use of description and vivid language, deepening the reader's 
understanding of the work by appealing to the senses. All imagery is aided through 
the use of other poetic devices, such as simile, metaphor, personification, 
onomatopoeia, etc. 

 

Produced with reference to: https://www.clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poetic-forms-and-devices Accessed 26/05/17 
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Regular Rhythm 

Full Rhyme 

Half Rhyme 

https://www.clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poetic-forms-and-devices
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