
Year 3 Curriculum Newsletter 

Spring Term 1 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Here is some information about the Year 3 Curriculum this half term. 

RE 

A People of Prayer:  
  
By the end of this framework pupils will be able to: 
  
·       Recognise or use some of the signs, symbols and religious terms to describe and explain the celebration of the           
        Feast of the Epiphany. 
·       Recognise and/or describe how people live the Beatitudes.  
·       Recognise or describe the Lord’s Prayer. 
·       Explain why the Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer are an important part of Christian prayer and life. 
 
Spiritual Outcomes: 
 
 
It is hoped that pupils will develop: 
·       A willingness to pray. 
·       An openness to people of other faith traditions. 
·       An appreciation of the role of prayer in deepening a relationship with God. 
·       A sense of wonder about different styles of prayer. 
 

Topic: ‘Circle of Life’- Africa 

 Countries, continents: where Africa is placed in the world  

 Landscapes & Diversity 

 Mountains: Focus Mount Kilimanjaro 

 African culture 

 African music and dance 

 Art: Painting African sunset silhouettes 

 African animal masks 

Literacy 

We will be covering these units: 

 Formal letter writing (short unit) Based upon The Jolly Postman by Janet & Allan Ahlberg, the children will 

explore letter writing and purpose, including formality.  They will plan and write a formal letter of complaint to 

Goldilocks on behalf of the three bears. 

 

 Recounts & Diary writing: The children will explore recounts using the past tense, the first person and writing 

in chronological order. The children will write a new version of The Diary of A Killer Cat, by Anne Fine, using 

recount features and complex sentences.  

 

 Cross Curricular writing 

 

As with last half term, we will be incorporating spellings into our Literacy lessons and children will be sent home lists of 

spellings to learn for homework.  We also do whole class guided reading.   We ask that you try to read with your child 

for at least 10 minutes a day at home and help them complete the activities at the back of their reading record.  When 

your child finishes their book please complete one of the tasks at the back of their reading record. This will then need to 

be checked by an adult in their class before they can change books. 

 



Numeracy 

 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables      

 Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the multiplication tables that 
the children know, including for two-digit numbers x one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing to 
formal written methods 

 Money 

 Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables   

 Measure, compare, add and subtract, lengths, (m/cm/mm) 
 Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal written methods of column addition and 

subtraction                
 
The Times Tables challenge will continue 

                                                                               
 

ICT 

We are bug fixers continued.  In this unit the children will work with six example Scratch projects. They explain how 

the scripts work, finding and correcting errors in them, and explore creative ways of improving them. The children learn 

to recognise some common types of programming error, and practise solving problems through logical thinking. 

We are presenters.  In this unit the children will be making a short narrated video of themselves. This unit will enable 

the children to gain skills shooting live video, such as framing shots, holding the camera steady, and reviewing.  They 

will also learn how to edit video, including adding narration and editing clips.  The children will also understand the 

qualities of effective video, such as the importance of narrative, consistency, perspective and scene length. 

Science 

Plants – The children will be exploring: 
·        The parts of plants and their functions 
·        What a plant needs to survive and grow 
·        How water travels in a plant 
·        Different types of plant 
·        The life cycle of a flowering plant 
·        How to make accurate observations 
·        How to make predictions 
·        How to plan an investigation 
 

PE 

Games: Outdoor and Adventurous Activities. Develop a broad range of skills learning how to link them to make actions 

and link sequences of movement. Taking part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within 

a team. 

Dance: Linking actions (space focus) & Cultural dance (Link to Africa) 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Duffy & Miss Sterlini 


