
RE - 22nd June 2020 

In school this year we have be learning about and reading from the Gospel of Matthew.  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus breaks with the traditional teaching of ‘an eye for an eye’ and gives us a different 

message. 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[a] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil 

person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue 

you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two 

miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.” 

Matthew 5:38-42 

The most famous leader in the Civil Rights Movement in the USA was The Reverend Martin Luther King Jn., also 

known as Dr King. Dr King was a Christian minister as well as an activist, his speeches very often contained church 

teaching and Bible references.  He believed in peaceful and non-violent protests. 

“Jesus eloquently affirmed from the cross a higher law. He knew that the old eye-for-eye philosophy would leave 

everyone blind. He did not seek to overcome evil with evil. He overcame evil with good. Although crucified by 

hate, he responded with aggressive love.” 

“Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies violence, and 

toughness multiplies toughness in a descending spiral of destruction. So when Jesus says ‘Love your enemies,’ he 

is setting forth a profound and ultimately inescapable admonition.” 

 

Can you answer these questions –  

1. Why have we been looking at the Gospel of Matthew this year? 

2. What are the most important teachings Jesus gives us in the Sermon on the Mount? 

3. Why was Jesus’ message in the verses above so different from what the Jewish people had been taught 

before? 

4. Dr King references Matthew’s Gospel in the quotes above. What impact do you think these teachings had on 

Martin Luther King Jn. and how he viewed the Civil Rights Movement? 

5. Why might it have been difficult for Dr King and his supporters to ‘turn the other cheek’ when they were 

fighting for justice? 

6. What do you think ‘the old eye-for-eye philosophy would leave everyone blind’ means? 

7. How do these quotes from Martin Luther King Jn. make you feel? 

 


