
 

This week, we are looking at non-chronological reports. A non-chronological 

report is a report that is not in time order.  

A non-chronological report is focused on a single topic and includes various 

facts about this topic.  

Features of non-chronological reports 

• Purpose 
o Give clear information about a topic which is 

factual (no opinions) 

• Structure 

o Clear title 

o Introduction paragraph 

o Paragraphs opening with topic sentences 

o Conclusion – final statement 

• Language 
o Present tense 

o Third person 

o Technical/formal vocabulary 

o Generalised 

o Parenthesis for extra information 

o Adverbs & adverbials for cohesion 

• Organisational Devices 

o Bullet points 

o Subheadings  

o Tables, pictures, diagrams 

o Labels and captions 

• Other 
o Acknowledgement of sources 



 

Non-chronological reports: iPad      

Adapted from the Independent 

The iPad: what is it good for? 

Why has the iPad become such a focus of attention, what is it really for and, oh yes, is it 
any good?  

Critics have said it’s nothing more than an oversized iPhone, though frankly, that 
doesn’t sound too shabby. It certainly has a display and interface which are instantly 
recognisable to iPod touch and iPhone users – all the iPhone’s 200,000+ apps work on 
the big screen, too, and around 5,000 iPad specific apps are also available. So the range 
of things you can use it for is pretty wide. This is both the iPad’s strength and weakness: 
it does so much it can be hard to get an idea of what it is. 

Apple recognises this, saying that the iPad is a whole new category of gadget, that 
people didn’t know what to make of it. They veer from curious to sceptical – at least 
until they tried it for themselves.  Let’s look at some of the things you can do with the 
iPad: 

• Use the cookery apps like Epicurious to act as your companion while you’re 
creating dinner; 

• Play back movies and TV shows you’ve downloaded on the eye-poppingly sharp 
9.7-inch screen; 

• Create a digital finger painting using the enhanced version of the popular Brushes 
app, as recommended by David Hockney; 

• Use the iPad as an electronic book or magazine. For example, the Wired Magazine 
app looks amazing, with animations not possible in the paper version. 

iPad as an electronic book 
For... 
iBooks may be a new technology but it is apparent how seductive it is. Stroke the screen 
and the page turns precisely with your finger. Unlike Amazon’s Kindle, the books in 
Apple’s app list page numbers at the base of the screen and how many pages are left in 
the chapter (perfect for those “How much longer before I can go to sleep, Daddy?” 
moments). You can easily adjust the backlight so as not to disturb anyone if you’re 
reading in bed or on a late-night train. 

Against.... 
Whatever you say, it’s still not paper. You can’t read it outside on a summer’s afternoon 
and although the iPad has exceptional battery life, you’ll curse it if it runs out just before 
the murderer’s identity is revealed. Paper, after all, doesn’t need batteries. And you 
quickly miss the special elements of a physical book – the sense of how much further 
the story will last that is evident from the way it sits in your hand, the cracked spine, 



 

even the coffee stain.  And although you can carry hundreds of books in a package 
weighing less than one Dan Brown blockbuster, do you need to? 

The App Store 
When the App Store was launched on the iPhone, many were sceptical that it would be 
more than a few, low-rent extras like tip-calculators and international clothing size 
converters. But it’s now a massively successful collection of imaginative programs from 
games to satellite navigation aids. 

Good things ... 
 iPad is the perfect storm, a coming together of three things: appealing, high-end 
hardware, the ingenuity of designers creating apps exploiting large-screen real estate 
and the versatility offered only by touchscreens. Need an extra button for that app to 
work? No problem: regular buttons have to wait for new hardware so they can be built 
in, but with touch-sensitive displays you can have as many as you want, now. 

And bad things... 
There’s a downside to this technology if you want to use the iPad for text input. 
Although the Pages app is a powerful word processor app, the virtual keyboard, though 
spacious, doesn’t suit touch typists. For extended typing, you’ll need a separate 
keyboard, as even Steve Jobs admitted when he unveiled the product. Most convenient 
are the plentiful Bluetooth keyboards which connect wirelessly. For the odd email, it’s 
fine, but not much beyond that. 

Conclusion 
Apple execs freely admit they’re addicted to iPad. They pick it up first thing in the 
morning (to check email, see the weather forecast, catch up on news) and put it down 
last thing at night.  That’s because, for all its obvious features, one of the subtlest but 
most crucial goes back to that iPhone comparison – like a phone it’s always on, rather 
than needing to be fired up like a laptop. So if you need to check something online, it’s 
easily done when the display springs to life at one touch. The screen’s larger size means 
that even the most short-sighted user will be able to read a whole article with ease. 

It’s a great platform for games too, with high-definition versions of popular iPhone titles 
like ‘Angry Birds’, ‘Mirror’s Edge’ and other exciting games which make train journeys 
pass quickly, though you’ll be adrenalised when you put it down. 

Apple’s biggest problem is the people who haven’t used it which, for now, is nearly 
everyone. Once it’s in your hands, scepticism evaporates. The more you play with it, the 
more uses occur so that within days it’s insinuated its way into your life. What started 
out as a whimsical luxury, a gorgeous piece of kit, becomes a necessity. Maybe you 
don’t yet know what it’s for, but iPad’s great trick is that, before long, you will. 
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Non-chronological reports: iPad                  
Adapted from About.com 

What is the iPad Mini? 

Features and Details of Apple's 7.9-inch Tablet 

The iPad Mini is a smaller, more affordable iPad tablet computer. The iPad 

Mini was long rumored to be in development and finally announced on 

October 23rd, 2012. Designed to be operated with one hand, the iPad Mini 

shares the same screen resolution as the original iPad, which means it is 

instantly compatible with all of the iPad apps in the Apple App Store.  

How big is the iPad Mini? 

At just 7.2 millimeters, the iPad Mini is as thin as a pencil. It also only weighs 

0.68 pounds, roughly the same as a pad of paper. The 7.9 inch display is 

slightly larger than 7-inch tablets like the Amazon Kindle Fire HD and Google 

Nexus 7. It has a screen resolution of 1024x768, similar to the first two 

generations of iPad. 

While the larger screen doesn't sound like much, it does give the iPad Mini 

29.6 square inches of display space compared to 21.9 inches in a 7-inch 

display. This really shows up browsing the web. The iPad Mini's screen is 

capable of showing 49% more of a website when in portrait mode and 67% 

more in landscape. 

Other than size, will the iPad Mini be just like an regular-sized iPad? 

The iPad Mini does not have a Retina Display, which means the screen will not 

be as crystal clear as the graphics displayed on an iPad 3 or iPad 4. It also 

features the slower A5 chipset rather than the A5X of the iPad 3 or A6X of the 

iPad 4. However, the iPad Mini won't need to produce those Retina Display 

graphics, so it won't need the faster processor as much as its bigger brother.  



 

The iPad Mini does have front-facing and back-facing iSight cameras capable 

of taking HD video. It starts with 16 GB of storage, expandable to 64 GB, and 

has both a Wi-Fi only model and a 4G LTE model. It is powered by iOS 6.0 and 

will also be compatible with Siri. 

Of course, the iPad Mini has all of the basic features that make an iPad an iPad 

such as the accelerometer, gyroscope, etc.  

iPad Mini Features: 

 Dual-core A5 chipset with dual-core graphics processor offering the 
same performance as the iPad 2; 

 7.87 inches x 5.3 inches, weighs 0.68-0.69 lbs. and 0.28 inches thick; 
 1,024 x 768 resolution and a 7.9 inch LED backlight Multi-Touch display; 
 Back-facing 5 MP iSight camera capable of 1080p video and featuring 

autofocus, face detection and backside illumination; 
 Front-facing "FaceTime" camera capable of 1.2 MP photos and 720p HD 

video; 
 16 to 64 GB Flash storage; 
 Siri and Voice Dictation; 
 AirPlay video streaming to Apple TV 3rd generation at 1080p and Apple 

TV 2nd generation at 720p; 
 AirPlay Mirroring at 720p; 
 Dual-band WiFi 802.11 a/b/g/n with support for 802.11n on 2.4 GHz and 

5 GHz; 
 Bluetooth 4.0 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Read through the reports. Can you find the answer and some detail for each question? 
Challenge: Can you choose your own question and find the answer and detail for it? 

 

Question Answer  Details 

Is the word-processing 

program (app) compatible 

with Word? 

  

What is the cost of the 

different versions of the 

iPad? 

  

How long does the battery 

last? 
  

How easy is it to download 

apps? 
  

   



 

 

Fact or Opinion? 
 

iPads are the best tablet computer. 

The iPad has built in Wi-Fi. 

You can take video with an iPad. 

It is fun to take videos of your friends. 

Real books are better than e-books. 

The average person spends around 1 hour and 40 minutes on social media every day. 

Some people spend too much time on social media. 



 

Parenthesis 

 
Read the following sentences and underline the parenthesis.  
Test your underlining by reading the sentence aloud without the underlined text. It should still make sense. 
Add commas, brackets or dashes to separate the extra information. 
 

 

The Amazon Kindle Fire known simply as the Kindle is a tablet version of Amazon's e-book reader. 

The Kindle Fire first released in November 2011 is a tablet computer developed by Amazon.com.  

As of October 2012 the Kindle Fire was the second-best selling tablet after Apple's iPad. 

Considering the price the Kindle has some good specifications and has a sturdy design that isn't going to break right away. 

The Asus ZenPad S 8.0 also known as the Asus ZenPad Z580C is a great value tablet with a premium looking design.  

It's one of the best-looking slates on this list and packs a surprising battery life 10 hours. 

There are plenty of other extras worth mentioning such as the dual front-facing speakers with Dolby DTS-HD technology. 

The ZenPad S 8.0 is small and light enough to comfortably hold in one hand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Can you write your own non-chronological report? You can choose 
anything you are interested in, it could be a game you like, a book you 
are reading, a country you have visited or even a television show you 
enjoy. 
 
 
This BBC Teach clip is a useful way to plan your report. Use the 
template on the next page to structure your work.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-how-to-write-a-non-chronological-report/zvbtscw


 

Writing Frame – Non-Chronological Report 
Title: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Opening paragraph: (This report is about… The subject of this report is… ___________ are 

interesting because…) 
 

Second paragraph: (some words and phrases that you might find useful to start other paragraphs or 

sentences with: Firstly,…One point… Another thing… Some… Most… Many… Usually… Generally… Often… It is 
often thought that… Frequently…) 

Closing statement: (The most fascinating fact about ______________ is… The most interesting fact 

about ______________ is… Many people like __________ because…) 

Third paragraph: (subheading?) 

Fourth paragraph: 


