
Year 3 Curriculum Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Here is some information about the Year 3 Curriculum this half term. 

RE: From Advent to Christmas 

We will be exploring how the Bible portrays the birth of Jesus and how we prepare for Christmas during the 

season of Advent. 

Topic: Southgate Surveillance Investigators 

 Locating our city on a world map and learning about other countries, continents and oceans. 

 Geography of the local area – how it has changed through time 

 History of Palmers Green and Southgate  

Literacy 

We will be covering these units: 

 Fictional writing linked to the stone age: based upon work from the book ‘Stone Age Boy’ by 

Satoshi Kitamira, the children will be working on writing from a different viewpoint, exploring 

instructions and looking at communication, including how to punctuate speech. 

 Information Texts Non – chronological reports: children will study the structure and language 

features of non-chronological reports before planning, researching and finally composing their own 

report about the local area, linked to our topic this half term. 

 Christmas is coming! This unit builds up to Christmas with writing letters to Father Christmas, 

learning about tense, writing in the 3rd person and using powerful verbs. We will read The Jolly 

Postman & The Jolly Christmas Postman by Janet & Allan Ahlberg.  

As with last half term, we will be incorporating spellings into our Literacy lessons and children will be sent 

home lists of spellings to learn for homework.  We also do whole class guided reading.   We ask that you try 

to read with your child for at least 10 minutes a day at home and help them complete the activities at the back 

of their reading record when they have finished a book.   

Numeracy 

Following the new National Curriculum we will: 

 Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers            

 Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more 
complex addition and subtraction  

 

 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables      

 Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the multiplication 
tables that the children know, including for two-digit numbers x one-digit numbers, using mental and 
progressing to formal written methods 
 

 Add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in practical contexts 
 

 Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables   

 Solve one-step and two-step questions [for example, ‘How many more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’] 
using information presented in scaled bar charts and pictograms and tables                

                                                                               



ICT 

We are programmers.  In this unit the children will be using the program ‘Scratch’ to design an animation 

and control it.  The children will be finishing and reviewing their animations.   

We are bug fixers.  In this unit the children will work with six example Scratch projects. They explain how 

the scripts work, finding and correcting errors in them, and explore creative ways of improving them. The 

children learn to recognise some common types of programming error, and practise solving problems through 

logical thinking. 

E-Safety. We will look at how to keep safe from the risks the children may encounter online. 

Science 

Forces and magnets – The children will be taught to: 

 Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance. 

 Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and not others. 

 Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted 

to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. 

 Describe magnets as having two poles. 

 Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which poles are facing. 

PE 

Invasion games: Netball 

Trips and workshops 

We will be taking a walk around the local area for our topic.  We have a trip to Westminster Cathedral on 

Wednesday 4th December for the Advent Nativity service.  We will also be rehearsing for our Carol service 

at school and at church which is taking place on Monday 9th December at St. Monica’s church. This is at 

7pm in the evening and all children are to attend. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Duffy & Mrs Weston 

 


