
 

                                                                                 April 2019 

Dear Parents, 

We hope that you and the children had a restful and enjoyable break! We would like to 

take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support this year as children 

come on in leaps and bounds when we all work together. 

Religion Topics 

 From Easter to Pentecost. The children will learn about the resurrection of 

Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. This unit teaches from 

the Gospel of Luke and The Acts of the Apostles.  

Key terminology: Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost, caritas, charity. 

Reading 

We will be continuing to develop reading strategies as well as the important skill of 

reading with comprehension. We would like to stress again that we do not ask the 

children to read any more than a few pages a night, not a whole book. It is more 

beneficial to choose one of the reading activities alongside ten minutes of reading 

every evening. When we feel it is appropriate for your child to move to another band, 

we will inform you through the reading record. A thesaurus and dictionary are always 

helpful to develop the children’s vocabulary. Please find some more reading strategies 

at the end of this newsletter. 

Literacy 

In Literacy, we will be continuing to explore Traditional Tales and the children will be 

further developing elements of good writing. These will include: 

 Full stops and capital letters for every sentence 

 Using words such as and, but, so and because in the middle of sentences, to 

give more information (connectives) 

 Using a broader range of vocabulary and adjectives to describe characters and 

settings (wow words) 

 Joined handwriting 

 Drafting and redrafting sentences to improve writing 

 Spelling patterns, rules and strategies 

 Grammar rules. 

 



Numeracy 

 In Numeracy, we will be continuing to work on addition and subtraction as well as 

multiplication and division strategies with the children. We will continue to focus 

on sharpening mental arithmetic skills and working with the children to recall 

the double and half of a number. The children will also be learning how to choose 

and use standard units to estimate and measure length/height (m/cm) using 

rulers, recognising and using symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p) and combining 

amounts to make a particular value. They will be finding different combinations 

of coins to equal the same amounts of money (e.g. find three different ways to 

make 50p). We will also be looking at symmetry of shapes. 

 

You could help your child with numeracy skills by the following: 

 Counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s and reciting these x tables. (Challenge your child 

to learn all of the x tables up to 12.) 

 Learning to solve worded problems about the digital and analogue time. For 

example, what is the 7th month of the year? How many minutes are there in 

one hour? How many minutes are there in two and a half hours? I get on the 

bus at 8:25 and get off at 9 am. How long did the bus journey take? 

 Doubling and halving numbers up to 20.  

 Counting backwards in 10’s and in 1’s. For example: 

- 75, 65, 55 or  

- 72, 71, 70, 69 (children find this tricky - jumping from 70 to 69). 

 Adding and subtracting multiples of 10 from 2 and 3 digit numbers mentally. 

Eg; 34+50                 75-30                 123+40          278-40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science 

We will be continuing our topic called ‘Living things and their habitats’. The children will 

be learning how to explain differences between things that are living and things that 

have never been alive. They will investigate what living organisms need to stay alive and 

healthy and they will identify and sort living and non-living things and discuss how some 

non-living things were alive once.  

 

Computing 

Our topic is called ‘We are zoologists’. In this unit, the children go on a bug hunt, 

recording and identifying the small animals they find. They then organise the data they 

have collected, record it using a graphing package, and interpret the graph to answer 

questions about the animals.  

 

Topic 

We will continue with our dinosaur topic.  

 

PE 

Games 

In Games, our topic is ‘Athletics’. The children will be developing their running, jumping 

and throwing skills and preparing for Sports Day. 

Gym/Dance 

Pupils will be learning about and performing salsa dance. The children will link basic 

steps to create a repeating dance phrase. They will learn to perform with clarity of 

style and expression. They will understand the importance of warming up and calming 

down the body before strenuous activity. 

 

 

 

 

 



Homework 

We will be continuing the same procedure for homework. Each week your child will be 

given spellings to learn. Homework is due in on the following Friday. The homework is an 

opportunity for the children to consolidate work done in class and also an opportunity 

for you to see their work. We would like the children to complete the work 

independently and discuss it with you. If your child finds any part of the homework 

difficult please make a note on their homework sheet.  

  

Thank you for your continued co-operation. 

Mrs Weston and Mrs Jackson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

When I am reading something I can use the following things 

to help me: 

 

I use the pictures to 

help me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“C-A-R-P-

E-T” 

 

“CAR – 

PET” 

 

“CARPET” 

I sound out/blend 

words I don’t know. 

 

 

 



I look for smaller 

words inside words. 

 
 

 

“tEACHer” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“en – joy – a 

- ble” 

 

“Enjoyable” 

I can break words 

down into syllables. 

 

I use 

punctuation to 

help me make 

sense of what 

I am reading. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I go back and re-read a 

word or sentence again if I 

don’t understand it. 

 

  

  

I think about what 

might happen in the 

book and I can say 

why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I read I 

imagine what is 

happening and create 

a picture in my mind. 

 


